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What factors can be taken into account when considering the potential impact
of development on the openness of the Green Belt?

Assessing the impact of a proposal on the openness of the Green Belt, where it is relevant to do so,
requires a judgment based on the circumstances of the case. By way of example, the courts have identified
a number of matters which may need to be taken into account in making this assessment. These include,
but are not limited to:

openness is capable of having both spatial and visual aspects – in other words, the visual impact of
the proposal may be relevant, as could its volume;
the duration of the development, and its remediability – taking into account any provisions to return
land to its original state or to an equivalent (or improved) state of openness; and
the degree of activity likely to be generated, such as traffic generation.
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